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GOODS AND SERVICES TAX SHARE 
Statement 

HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.23 pm]: I rise to raise an important matter as we conclude this 
current three-week sitting period before we return in about a month. I want the house to consider this afternoon 
why the Australian Labor Party and the Greens despise Western Australia so much. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Let us hear the member out. He is entitled to his 10 minutes. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: In particular, I want to ask why the members of these parties in this house refuse to speak 
up for Western Australia. Specifically, I was quite shocked earlier today to learn of the comments of the 
chief Leader of the Labor Party, Hon Bill Shorten. In particular, I draw to members’ attention an article in 
The West Online, which states — 

Federal Labor leader Bill Shorten is reluctant to back a solution to a stand-off with Western Australia 
about how GST revenue is divided among the states. 

Hon Darren West: Is this true or did you read it in The West? 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: The article goes on to say — 

Mr Shorten, when asked … said politics of the day should not determine the long-term future of 
federal-state relations. 

He is specifically quoted as saying — 

‘It is not just raising the issue that matters, it is how we solve it,’ … 

This is the chief of the Labor Party, who refuses to support Western Australia. He seems to almost hate 
Western Australia, as indicated by his comments. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order, members! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Notwithstanding the enthusiasm of members opposite to interject at this time, not one of 
them has come out and said anything today about their leader’s comments. But, worse, as if it was not possible to 
be outdone by Bill Shorten, let me draw to members’ attention the comment of the chief leader of the Greens as 
follows — 

Greens leader Christine Milne—whose home state of Tasmania may lose out under any GST rethink—
said WA’s push for change was not in the best interests of the country. 

Better still, the article goes on to quote Christine Milne — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! If other members want to make a contribution, there will be an opportunity at the end 
of this rapidly declining attendance. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I am not sure why members opposite want to interject when I am trying to quote the 
Greens leader, Christine Milne. Maybe it is a bit too close to home for them as well. Let me continue — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Hopefully, Hansard has just reflected that, once again, three Australian Labor Party 
members chose to interject. As I was saying, Christine Milne said the following — 

Distribution should ensure the GST is spread to all states and territories in a fair and equitable way, 

‘That’s what we should be doing—not caving into Western Australia.’ 

As if it is not disturbing enough that none of the members of the Labor Party in this place has seen fit to explain 
to Mr Shorten how dire the situation is in Western Australia — 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: — it appears that the same can be said about the Greens members. Crossbencher David 
Leyonhjelm, who is not a senator with whom I would necessarily always see eye to eye, at least understands this 

 [1] 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Thursday, 26 March 2015] 

 p2285c-2287a 
Hon Nick Goiran 

issue. He says that he backs changing the carve-up formula and describes the present arrangement as “very 
unfair”. In fact, he said to reporters today — 

“WA gets seriously screwed on the GST, there’s no question about that,” … 

I am disturbed about this particular matter and the silence from the members opposite today because I did some 
research in Hansard on a motion moved by my good friend and hardworking member Hon Peter Katsambanis on 
19 February 2014. He moved as follows — 

That the Council — 

(a) notes the fundamental inequality in the current method of GST distribution between the states 
which sees Western Australia receive less than half of what it would receive on a per capita 
basis; 

(b) supports the introduction of a set per capita basis of distributing GST revenue amongst the 
states; and 

(c) calls for the balance of GST revenue beyond the set per capita distribution to be distributed in 
an agreed and target-based manner, creating a competitive environment which would drive 
productivity reforms and drive future growth across the Federation. 

Interestingly, I turn now to Hon Peter Katsambanis’s closing remarks on 26 February 2014 when the debate on 
his motion concludes. He made the following comments — 

I place on record my thanks to everyone who has spoken because, in the main, the contributions have 
been extraordinarily constructive and highlight in many ways that the issue of the goods and services 
tax does not divide members in this Parliament. There has been strong acknowledgment from all 
speakers that the share that Western Australia receives of goods and services tax revenue is unfair and 
unreasonable and causing significant problems for continuing good government and growth in this 
state. 

On the particular day when that motion was put and passed, there was not a division on the motion. It is helpful, 
when there is not a division, to reflect on the remarks that have been made by members, just to get some 
indication of whether they were supportive or otherwise. As stated by Hon Peter Katsambanis on that day, he has 
recognised that this is an issue that does not divide members in this Parliament, having reflected on the 
contribution by Hon Ken Travers in particular on that motion. Therefore, this is not an issue that the 
Western Australian Labor Party does not understand. In fact, the Western Australian Labor Party is on the record 
previously—in February 2014—as having understood the issue and as having supported the motion moved by 
Hon Peter Katsambanis. What is disturbing is that it seems that today, for some reason, they have forgotten about 
the position that they took in February 2014 and are unwilling, or unable, to tackle the federal Labor leader, 
Bill Shorten. 

I have spoken about this type of issue before when in this chamber we have debated the mining tax and the 
carbon tax. Members opposite have been exposed on those occasions for being unwilling to tackle their federal 
counterparts. Whether it is a pre-selection issue for them or not, I am not sure. But the issue is that they ought to 
stand up for Western Australia in every instance. 

Earlier this week, on Tuesday evening, I made a contribution on a different topic and highlighted to members 
that it concerns me that members opposite are operating in a culture of fear. It is fear that is preventing 
Labor members from standing up to Bill Shorten, and in particular it is fear that is preventing Greens members 
from explaining to the Greens leader, Christine Milne, that it is absolutely absurd for her to suggest that this is 
not in the best interests of this country. As I have said, the motion moved by Hon Peter Katsambanis specifically 
went to that issue, including the confirmation that it would drive productivity reforms and drive future growth 
across the federation. That motion was agreed to by the members in this place. No-one chose to divide on that 
motion. No-one chose to take Hon Peter Katsambanis to task on that. However, it would seem that the 
Greens leader, Christine Milne, has absolutely no understanding about that. There is constant silence on this 
issue. I am disturbed that this motion was moved on 26 February 2014, and here we are, one year and one month 
later, and a culture of fear is emanating from members on the other side that they will no longer stand up for WA 
on this issue. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order! Members, it is unfair to try to eat into any member’s time by continuing to interject. 
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Hon NICK GOIRAN: Thank you, Mr President. As I have said, the honourable members opposite do like to 
interject from time to time. But of course that is really not good enough. What we need them to do is pick up the 
phone, talk to Bill Shorten, and make sure that they also speak to Christine Milne, and set the record straight. 

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT: Order; 23 people cannot make a speech at once! 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: I am not sure whether the resources of Parliament or government are preventing their 
phones from working. But, hopefully, if they have an issue with their phones, they will raise that with the 
government and make sure that their phones are working, and they will pick up their phones and speak to 
Bill Shorten and Christine Milne and set the record straight and make sure that they stand up for Western Australia. 
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